A Study in Hebrews
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A CONFIDENT FAITH FOR CONTROVERSIAL TIMES
4.  “Take a Deeper Look at the Person of Christ!”
Scripture: Hebrews 3:1-6
Theme: “Jesus, as God’s Son, is far greater than Moses who was God’s servant!”                                  
Introduction

Who’s right?  When it comes to religion and each group claims to hold the truth or the path to God or to the meaning of life, it’s confusing.  Who’s right?

Reflecting on my own journey in the Christian faith, I grew up in a Christian home.  This Christian culture supported by the teachings of the church, the Christian school I attended and the circle of friends my family and I associated with, provided a safe, protected environment. Questions of “why” I was a Christian and not following some other religious expression, or which religious founder or sacred writing were right or true were never seriously addressed.
When our environment changed…when I and many other 2nd and 3rd generation Christian stepped out of our safe area and were confronted with other belief systems suddenly we were forced to ask: “who’s right?”  Is Jesus greater than and superior to Moses, Mohammed, Buddha, Zoroaster, Confucius, etc?  Who’s writings speak the truth:--the Koran? The Bogadavita?  The Book of Mormon? The world’s great philosophies? Or the Bible?  At this stage one’s faith must be more than a simple belief system or a “Sunday school faith”—as was in my case—but a confident faith, one of conviction.
In Jewish history, Moses was considered the most sacred figure.  He was revered as the founder of Israelite faith and Jewish religion.  To the Christian, the focus was on Jesus!  Now, who’s right?  The writer of Hebrews now seeks to persuade his “drifting” fellow Hebrew Christian to stay true to Jesus because he is superior to Moses.
I.  THE GREATNESS OF MOSES 
1 How does the writer of Hebrews address those to whom he is writing?  3:1                                                   
· Explain what he means?            
· Why is it important for Christians to know their identity in Christ?  Rom. 6:1-3; 6-9; I Cor. 6:2, 9,11,15,19-20
2 How does the writer describe Moses?  3:2       
· Define the term "faithful."               

· In what way is the word “house” used here?
3 What are three historical instances in which Moses displayed his faithfulness to God?  Deut. 18:18-19; Ex. 7:1-2,6; 40:16; Num. 14:8-10, 20, 41-43
· What do you think faithfulness looks like in the life of a Christian? 

4 How does the writer’s regard for Moses serve as a model to us as Christians when we seek to share Christ with people committed to a different religious belief system?
II  THE SUPERIORITY OF JESUS               
1 What calling is given to those who know Christ and what could lthe writer be referring to?  3:1; 2:11; Rom 15:8,9; Phil 3:14; I Pt 2:9-10.                                                                 
2 What command is given to those who want to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ?  3:1.                                                                         
· How does one do that and how can it help in times of fear? Jn 15:12.
· What two titles does the writer attribute to Jesus and what do they tell you about Him?  3:1

3 In what ways are Moses and Jesus similar?  3:2,5-6    
· How are they different?  3:5-6

4 Why is Jesus worthy of more honor than Moses?  3:3-6
· How did Jesus view His relationship with Moses?  John 5:39-40, 45,47
· What has Jesus done as God?  3:4

5 How are the people of God or the family of God described in this passage?  3:4-6

· The faithfulness of Moses and the faithfulness of Christ are highlighted in this scripture.  In light of this, what does the writer call for in 3:6?
III  FIXING YOUR THOUGHTS                  
1 When your life starts coming apart and you begin to question your faith, what does Hebrews 3:1 encourage you to do?      
2 What must you remember about yourself?  3:1,6  
· Why is this helpful?

3 How can fixing your thoughts on Jesus help you in your times of doubt and fear?        
This Lesson's challenge:

Hold fast with confidence and pride in the hope you have in Jesus Christ!         
